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By WAYNE CHASTAIN JR. and ICAY PITTMAN BLACK 

t fvess-sci.-nitor staff Writer! 

A mysterious Lsiin-American gunman, in six-year-oid 
statements now being studied by the state attorney general's 
office, told a Memphis attorney tiiat Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was siatn by a professional hired killer. 

• A record of the interview, conducted by attorney Russell 
X Thompson, was taken by the attorney general’s of- 
fice within the past two weeks — along with Thompson's 
other records in the case. 

__The interview occurred in the office of Thompson, 
ahiemphis attorney, who had represented the Legal Defense 
, Fund of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Co.orsd People (NAACP) in many cases. The interview 
,came only five days after a sniper's bullet killed King as he 
P ^fOodon the Lorraine Motel balcony in Memphis. 

Hewy Halle, assistant attorney general, confirmed that 
Wterww transcript was one' of about 100 items in 
|r!Aihompson’s files examined by his office. - * 
vstifi -yhompson said the files were part of an investigation he 

wErSr U f f<! fc “2 the King W“S in the summer pnd fall of 
,'/‘ nh ’i r Hanes, a Birmingham, Ala;, attort# retained' 
Ear Ra ? *n July 19SS, in turn retained , Thompson 
gvi MAct as co-counsel ar.d.ehgaged Thomp&n to ddtfduct a full 

f^oWtVesjIgatiOlii' V'V- \%r: , -^7^ . V ?;.7 a; 7 x'% . V > - 

nspiracy 
as ms urst. attorney. 

man came to his office five days after 
n "« ^ nrJ £HI i was a professional gunman, 
he caned himself T-j.ny Benavides, but almost in ihp 
Some 'rest.ine told tr.e the name was ah. alias,” Thompson 
Turn to Page 2-PECOI1DS 


said. "He said another professional gunman killed King, but 
that he was afraid the police and FBI were going to charge 
him with the slaying.” 

The visitor — cla in a blue, pin-striped suit — said the 
real killer’s name was "Pete,” a former roommate of his 
in Denver, Colo., Thompson said. 

“He said the police had picked him up the day after 
King’s death and had taken him up to' the rooming house ' - 
from which they would later say the bullet that killed King 
was fired,” Thompson said. 

“He insisted he was an expert on firearms and talked 
about elevation, wind driftage, and then said the fatal bullet 
could not have been fired^from the window,” Thompson 
added. 

His friend, Pete, fired the shot from bushes in back of 
the rooming house, Thompson quoted his visitor as saying. 

The State of Tennessee contended that James Earl Ray, 
then 41 and an escaped convict from the Missouri State 
Prison, fired the fatal shot from a bathroom window in a 
rooming house at 422*4 South Main. 

Ray pleaded guilty to the murder of Dr. King in March 
1969 and accepted a 99-year sentence, which he is now serv- 
mg. At the same trial, however, Ray interrupted his defense 
attorney, Percy Foreman of Houston, and said he did not 
agree with Foreman's statement to the court that Ray acted 
-alone and that there had been no conspiracy behind Dr 
King s death. 

_ ,.Ray has won an evidentiary hearing In federal court In 
Memphis after exhaustive appeals in both state' and federal 
couris. Toe hearing, expected to be held this fall, is to deter- 
mine whether Foreman properly represented Ray.- 

Haile said he is not interested in the Benavides' inter- 


view, but was prepared to subpoena Thompson's files to 
prove that the defense conducted an exhaustive pre-trial 
investigation. 

Ray accuses Foreman of coercing him to plead guilty 
and of not conducting a thorough investigation. 

- Robert I. Livingston, one of three attorneys now repre- 
senting Ray, said he has never examined Thompson’s files, 
but from conversations with Thompson does not believe they 
contain any material that will be damaging to Ray at the 
evidentiary hearing. 

. R ay I s charging that Foreman did not conduct his own 
investigation,” Livingston said. “Mr. Thompson never di- 
rectly represented Mr. Ray. The investigation he conducted 
was for the benefit of the NAACP — not my client.” 

Livingston, however, said he believes that if Ray is 
granted a trial in state court, Thompson’s files will be ex- 
tremely beneficial to Ray. Thompson’s investigation pointed 
toward a conspiracy,” Livingston said. 

‘ h M in J erv ' ew wl(h "Benavides," Thompson said, his 
\iSitor told him he was passing through Memphis to a West 
Tennessee town where he would spend a few days with a 
high-ranking Ku Klux Klan figure. 

“Eenavides” said he had roomed with the real killer in 
Thompson°said. and pother in New Orl’l” 

, . The man calling himself Benavides said his friend Pete 
5fsi,ni r l d n 0Ut h ' SEUn , t 2 hill Negroes,” Thompson said "My 
visitor, however, said he would not hire out his gun for the 
exclusive purpose of killing Negroes.” 

Despite the Latin-American name and Latin facial 
lures, the man was "biondish," Thompson said. 

"He chain-smoked cigarettes and showed how he could 

Sj'T^^'so^rr ~ undetected - in ihe * hi * 

Benavides” was quoted by Thompson as saying: 


"They (police) never think of frisking a guy in thi 
his back. A man with large shoulder blades can alwa^ { 
a small revolver there.” A 

Then "Benavides” rolled up his shirt sleeve, sh 
strong sinews and a tattoo — a T and a B — separate: 
slash mark. 

“They say you can’t erase tattoo marks,” Bern?, 
said. ”Of course, identifying marks — such as a tattoo--! 
among the many things cops look for when they pickwi 
If they don’t match identifying marks listed in a pd!i- 
port in another city, they assume you are not the guv 
are looking for and let you go.” 

The man then made a strange rubbing motion jt| 
arm, and again revealed his arm — sans tattoo — to .Th 
son. 

"That trick also drives the cops crazy,” Benavides- 
quoted as saying. 

Thompson described the visitor as about 6 feet tal' 
an 'athletic build. He spoke with shifting speech pat: 
sometimes speaking excellent English, at other times w« 
Spanish accent. 

“I decided to Inform the FBI, Mr. Canale and T: 
Holloman (then director of the Memphis police dei 
ment),” Thompson said’.. 

"They seemed verf interested in my looking over s 
photographs to. see if I could find one that might be the 
calling himself Benavides,” Thompson said. 

About that time, Eric Starvo Galt — the alias Sit 
Earl Ray would later admit using both before and afte; 
.assassination of King — .emerged as the top suspect, Tftd 
son said. 

"After that, the FBI and Memphis authorities just s 
ed to lose all interest in ‘Benavides,’ and for some rt 
they never showed rre the photographs they earlier w : . 
me to look over,” Thompson said. . . 





